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PREFACE

Piano Quartet is a three-movement work illustrating three forms of
precipitative phenomenon. Each movement vividly embodies the percussive
nature of each type, as well as eliciting the emotions one may feel while
these weather patterns occur.

The opening movement, Prelude — Like Rain, opens on a straight sixteenth
rhythm sounding of raindrops hitting a window, a gesture that is repeated
throughout the movement. This motif is expanded with use of triplets and
quintuplets, culminating into a pointed texture featuring numerous
extended techniques in the strings. Returning material allays the
movement, eventually unfolding into a diminution of the previous rhythm,
portraying a storm finally settled.

Adagio — Like Snow, as similar to the first movement, commences with a
viola solo, only this time unaccompanied. Continuing on, a more dense
texture in the strings until the piano conjoins representing a glimmer in
freshly precipitated snow. Dissonant harmonies unfold as the movement
continues as ice is forming in the compacted snow, culminating into a glossy,
flowing texture reminiscent of melting flakes.

Scherzo — Like Hail is the fiery third movement of the quartet, initialized by
angled lines in the viola and wvioloncello, evoking an image of heavy
precipitation. A harmonically dense march is followed by a lighter yet
equally brooding pizzicato section including the third major viola solo in the
piece. A final march follows, ending with a heavy blow on a wide-ranged
chord.
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